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This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 



because they relate to parts of the Intemational Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out. specifically: 



because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a), 
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This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple Inventions in this International application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 

1 . I I As al! required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covens all 
' — ' searchable claims. 

2. nn As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report 
' — covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this Intemational Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM) PCT/ISA/ 210 

Continuation of Box I.l 
Claims Nos.: 1-14 

Rule 39.1.(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery. 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos.: 55-74 



In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently 
on file» which render it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the 
matter for which protection is sought, the present application fails to 
comply with the clarity and conciseness requirements of Article 5 PCT 
(see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an extent that a meaningful search is 
impossible. 



The expression "a body tissue property enhancing system configured and 
adapted to non-mechanically enhance ..." (claim 55) is unclear and not 
supported by the description in its broad meaning. The claims 55 - 74 
do not unambiguously and in a positive manner define the subject-matter 
for which protection is sought. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to. the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is raninded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI. 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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FURTHER [NFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. claims: 15-3l'. 47-54 

The indpendent claims 15 and 47 define a surgical stapler 
and a stapler cartridge comprising a biocompatible wound 
closure material dispensing syston. The objective problem 
solved is to use an adhesive in order to enhance the body 
tissue properties. 



2. claims: 32-46 . 

The independent claims 32 and 42 define a surgical stapler 
comprising a tissue cauterizing system. The objective 
problem posed is to use electric energy in order to enhance 
the body tissue properties during stapling. 



INTE 



01 



lONAL SEARCH REPORT 

'on on patent family members 



PCTjB 



Application No 

03/11778 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 


us 6045560 


A 




us 


5542594 A 


06-08-1996 






us 


5908427 A 


01-06-1999 








us 


5964774 A 


12-10-1999 


US 5895412 


A 


20-04-1999 


AU 
WO 


7398196 A 
9713461 Al 


30-04-1997 
17-04-1997 



Fam PCTflSAfilO {patent ratrtly anneiO (July 1892) 



